
The Geography Curriculum 
Geographical Intent  

At Thurgoland our aim is to inspire children to have a curiosity and fascination about the 

world’ beyond of immediate locality as well as equipping them ‘with knowledge about 

diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a 

deep understanding of the Earth’s  key physical and human processes.’ 

As a Church of England School every aspect of the school’s work is underpinned by Christian 

values. Geography is seen as a key subject in providing opportunities to explore customs, 

practices and belief systems of other countries and cultures, supporting the school’s 

Christian ethos and making links to British Values.  

Geography provides opportunities for our pupils to develop a ‘growth mindset’, through 

undertaking enquiry-based learning which encourages resilience and perseverance. 

 

At Thurgoland we intend to: 

 Develop children’s geographical skills needed to:  

1. collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through 

experiences of fieldwork  

2. Be increasingly proficient in geographical enquiry; to ask questions and 

record information in an organised way, 

3. Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, 

diagrams, globes and aerial photographs.  

4. Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including 

through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 Provide scaffolding and support, including vocabulary banks, differentiated 

challenges and extra adult help to ensure that ALL groups of learners can access the 

curriculum. 

 
Geographical implementation 
 

 Long term: Collaborative planning ensures that pupils cover all the objectives set 

within the National Curriculum / Development Matters and that skills progress from 
year group to year group  

 Medium term: Staff follow the geography skills progression document for their year 
group.  

 Short Term: Currently, we are developing an enquiry-led approach to each lessons, 
which cumulates in an overarching question to allow children demonstrate their 
knowledge and skills developed across the unit. 



 Activities are planned bearing in mind the range of ability within a class: less able 

children are supported with vocabulary banks, differentiated challenges and extra 

adult help; 

 The carefully crafted questions in each lesson allow more able children to inquire 

more deeply.  

 Children are assessed at the end of each geography unit using rising stars 

assessment criteria and teacher assessment inputted onto Insights Tracker.  

 Where appropriate, staff plan for cross curricular opportunities. 

 

 

 


