
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   

 

    

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development 
Development of fine motor skills- 
sewing/weaving; writing; scissors-cut along a 
straight line (lanterns)  
Children show good control and co-ordination in 
large and small movements.  They move 
confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating 
space.  They handle equipment and tools 
effectively, including pencils for writing. 
Independent skills – washing and drying hands 
and getting dressed including gloves, hats, scarves. 
 
Making sandwiches 
Healthy eating as part of a healthy lifestyle. 

Literacy 
Reading 

Fiction and non-fiction books about how toys are made and the history of toys. 
Building on skills from last half-term, children will read and understand simple sentences.  They use phonic 
knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  They also read some common irregular 
words.   
Listen to modern classic stories-Old Bear, Dogger, Threadbear. 
Stories about celebrations-Bonfire Night, Diwali, Christmas and Hanukkah. 
They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.  

Writing 
Writing invitations to a teddy bears picnic, Christmas lists, Christmas letters. 
Building on skills from last half-term, children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds.  They also write some irregular common words.  They write simple sentences which can be 
read by themselves and others.  Some words are spelt correctly, and others are phonetically plausible. Write 
about their favourite toy. 
To further develop phonological knowledge with the introduction of learning new sounds such as digraphs-ch, sh, 
th. Blending and segmenting skills are further developed. 

 

 

 
 

 

Mathematics 
Number and place value; addition and subtraction sorting and change within 5; comparing groups/quantities  
Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one 
less than a given number.  Adding two sets of toys. 
Measurement-time: my day 
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare 
quantities and objects and to solve problems.   
Shapes-3D and 2D shapes, names, properties: mystery present shapes; firework models and pictures. 
Measurement-money: Toy shop-coin recognition 
Repeating patterns-wrapping paper. 

R.E  
Incarnation 

A gift for Mrs. Brown – thinking about ways to say thank you and giving a special gift like God gave us a special gift. 
Introducing Jesus as a baby. We were once babies. 
Jesus believes that we are all special – children to write why they are special. 
Ted and Tessa’s birthday – Jesus’ birthday – children to draw themselves. 
The Christmas story – children to create characters for the Nativity display. 
 
  

Toys and Celebrations 
Using the child as the starting point again our learning 
includes ‘Toys and Christmas’. This allows for 
developing confident communication and language 
skills as well as covering all six other areas of learning 
by:  
Looking at different celebrations-autumn festivals, 
Bonfire Night, Diwali, Christmas, Hanukkah. 
Looking at how toys are made, and the types of 
materials used and how they are appropriate for 
purpose. 
Chatting about toys liked/ disliked – British Values – 
mutual respect and tolerance. 
Old bears, old toys-when Gran was a child. 
Special/precious toys-Dogger; Hanukah’s bear 
 

Year R 
Autumn 2 

Thurgoland CE Primary School  
Learning Together in Faith and Joy 

 



 

 

Personal Emotional and Social Development 
Taking turns in games 
Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others.  They take account of one 
another’s ideas about how to organise their activity.   
Developing independent skills throughout the provision 
Children are confident to try new activities and say why they like some activities more 
than others.   
Circle times-what can they remember about Bonfire night (past events in own lives) 
How did they celebrate? -family celebrations. 
Bring in favourite toy 
Discuss toys played with as a baby and now. 
They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas 
Sensitive to the needs of others especially when giving or receiving gifts –British 
values. 
Awareness of helping others through national initiatives/charity-Children in Need. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Nativity – songs and movement. Children sing songs, make music and dance. 
Making firework or Diwali streamers using natural materials; Diva lamps with clay; 
Autumn leaf crowns; houses for the 3 little pigs. 
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, 
thinking about uses and purposes.  
Look at the work of Jackson Pollock to inspire blow painting Diwali and firework 
paintings. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  
Baking – Pudsey Bear buns for Children in Need; chocolate crispy buns (changes in 
state); cheese dough name initials; porridge; Christmas / party food-pitta pizzas, 
Christmas cookies. 

 
 

Understanding of the World 
Is this toy old or new? 

Looking at Christmas traditions amongst the class and in other countries- British values 
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are 
sensitive to this.  They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 
Looking at toys and how they have changed over the years in the type and the way the materials used and why. 
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. Sequencing events. 
Light-where does it come from in the day? At night? Talk about things occur and talk about changes. 
Learn to load an art package that require mouse control to create a picture. Learn to open an ap on an IPad. Online safety-only use aps they are allowed to. 
Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools.  They select and use technology for particular purposes. 

P.E. 
Incorporating key skills within 3 focused PE sessions IMOVES: Pirates, Nativity dance 
REAL PE: Unit 2-Dynamic balance to agility/static balance: seated 
APPARATUS: Jumping and landing safely Physical development occurring each day 
within continuous provision. 
 

Communication and Language 
Set up part of the classroom like 3 bears cottage 
Children listen attentively in a range of situations.  They listen to stories, accurately 
anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 
questions or actions.  They give their attention to what others say and respond 
appropriately, while engaged in another activity. 
Pile of straw, sticks and bricks and a letter from 3 pigs asking for help. 
Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listener’s needs.  They 
use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 
happened or are to happen in the future.  They develop their own narratives and 
explanations by connecting ides or events. 
How to make a paper chain and other Christmas accessories. 
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  They answer ‘how and 
‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 
 

 

 

 


 

Music 

Scheme: Charanga 
This scheme is followed as a separate, focused lesson on a weekly basis. 
The main focus during lessons is finding the pulse /beat. This half term a big part of the 
music learning is taken up by learning songs for the Nativity. Learning and singing 
songs and making music goes on daily within the continuous provision. 


