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Christian Vision  

Loving God, 

Bless Thurgoland school and may it be a place of faith and joy. 

 
Children at Thurgoland CE Primary are encouraged to see that everyone is 
special and unique and, in this way, gain a sense of themselves as a unique 
individual – that true self, or best self, God has created us to be. 
 
The Church of England states that, when it comes to education, “The vision is 
of God-given fullness of life in which each person is both blessed and a blessing” 
(Church of England Vision for Education p.12) 

 
As educators we are all passionate about the way children are formed by the 
environment in which they grow. To become our best selves, we need the 
environment that enables this.  
 
Our vision is rooted in the Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matthew 13 31-32): 
 
A mustard seed … “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it 

grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its 
branches.’ 
 
We are a small school in a valley – but we believe, like the mustard seed, that high standards of 
education can have far-reaching impact and that our children will grow into those who bless 
others through their careers, caring and vocations. One tiny seed, just like one small child, carries 
a world of potential.  
Thurgoland CE Primary School is surrounded by beautiful countryside where farming and growing 
is part of daily life. The parable of the mustard seed provides a link with the historic roots of the 
school. 
 
With our caring and nurturing ethos firmly embedded in all that we do, every member who joins 
our school, whether child or adult, like the small mustard seed, is welcomed into a learning 
environment so that they grow and flourish in its broadest sense—academically, socially, morally, 
physically and spiritually. 
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By working and playing together we can love, learn and respect. 

 
Through working and playing together in peace and harmony, Team 
Thurgoland embodies the concept born from the African philosophy of 
“ubuntu” — a concept in which your sense of self is shaped by your 
relationships with other people – underpins how we work together in peace 
and harmony to become our best self. It’s a way of living that begins with the 
premise that “I am” only because “we are.”  
 
“I am because we are.” 

 
Our children, our staff, our families and our community – together we are Team Thurgoland. 
 
“It has been said beautifully and profoundly that our God in his most inner mystery is not solitude, 
but a family.” (John Paul II) 

We know you are with us. 

Help us to become our best self. 

 

 

 
 
 
At Thurgoland CE Primary School, everyone is inspired to reach their full potential and become 
their best self, to make the world a better place. 
 
“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed” (I John 3:2a) 
 
We are committed to promoting a growth mindset. In line with Christian teaching, at Thurgoland 
CE Primary School there is a big emphasis on everyone striving to move from their former self to a 
self that has to be found: growth and renewal.  

To make the world a better place. 

 

 

                                        Amen 
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1. Aims  

This policy aims to: 

• Explain how to apply for a place at the school 

• Set out the arrangements for allocating places to the pupils who apply 

• Explain how to appeal against a decision not to offer your child a place 

2. Legislation and statutory requirements 

This policy is based on the following advice from the Department for Education (DfE): 

• School Admissions Code 

• School Admission Appeals Code 

The school is required to comply with these codes, and with the law relating to admissions as set 
out in the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. 

3. Definitions 

The normal admissions round is the period during which parents can apply for state-funded 
school places at the school’s normal point of entry, using the common application form provided 
by their home local authority.  

 

Looked after children are children who, at the time of making an application to a school, are: 

• In the care of a local authority, or  

• Being provided with accommodation by a local authority in exercise of its social services 
functions  

 

Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because 
they: 

• Were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002, or  

• Became subject to a child arrangements order, or 

• Became subject to a special guardianship order 

 

A child reaches compulsory school age on the prescribed day following his or her fifth birthday (or 
on his or her fifth birthday if it falls on a prescribed day). The prescribed days are 31 December, 31 
March and 31 August. 

4. How to apply 

For applications in the normal admissions round you should use the application form provided by 
your home local authority (regardless of which local authority the schools are in). You can use this 
form to express your preference for a minimum of 3 state-funded schools, in rank order.  

You will receive an offer for a school place directly from your local authority. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/contents
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Further information about how to apply through Barnsley admissions can be found at the website 
below: 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-
learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/ 

5. Allocation of places 

5.1 Admission number 

The school has an agreed admission number of 30 pupils. 

5.2 Oversubscription criteria 

The Local Authority deals with all our admissions. 

Barnsley Authority is the admissions authority for all community and voluntary controlled schools.  

Please contact them on 01226 773677 or visit: 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-
learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/ 

The Authority will only admit up to the admission number for the school. Once the admission 
number has been reached no further offers will be made.  

If the school is not oversubscribed, all applicants will be offered a place.  

In the event that the school receives more applications than the number of places it has available, 
places will be given to those children who meet any of the criteria set out below, in order until all 
places are filled: 

1. All children whose statement of special educational needs (SEN) or education, 

health and care (EHC) plan names the school will be admitted before any other 

places are allocated. 

2. Looked After children and previously looked after children; 

3. To children with brothers and/or sisters who will still be attending the school on the 

proposed date of admission; 

4. To children living nearest the school, the distance to be measured by a straight line 

from the centre point of the child’s ordinary place of residence to the main 

entrance to the school building. 

 

5.3 Children below compulsory school age  

Where children below compulsory school age are offered a place at the school, they will be 
entitled to attend the school full-time in the September following their fourth birthday. 

Parents may defer their child’s entry to the school until later in the school year but not beyond the 
point at which the child reaches compulsory school age, and not beyond the beginning of the final 
term of the school year the offer was made for. 

Where the parents wish, children may attend part-time until later in the school year, but not 
beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age. 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/


 7 

6. In-year admissions 

You can apply for a place for your child at any time outside the normal admissions round. As is the 
case in the normal admissions round, all children whose statement of SEN or EHC plan names the 
school will be admitted.  

Likewise, if there are spaces available in the year group you are applying for, your child will always 
be offered a place.  

If there are no spaces available at the time of your application, your child’s name will be added to 
a waiting list for the relevant year group. When a space becomes available it will be filled by one 
of the pupils on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed in section 
5.2 of this policy. Priority will not be given to children on the basis that they have been on the 
waiting list the longest. 

Application forms for in-year admissions can be obtained from the website below:  

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-
learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/  

Paper application forms should be sent to the following address: 

School Admissions, PO Box 634, Barnsley S70 9GG 

8. Appeals 

Information about appeals can be found through the following link: 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-
learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/appeals/ 

 

If you require more information about admission arrangements for primary schools, please 
contact Barnsley School Admissions if you have any questions on 01226 773689 or via email at 
admissions@barnsley.gov.uk. 

 

9. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Thurgoland CE Primary governing body every 
year. 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/primary-school-places/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/appeals/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/schools-and-learning/school-admissions-and-transfers/appeals/
mailto:admissions@barnsley.gov.uk

